
i 

BRETHREN EVANGELTST. 




Poetry. 

FE PLD& ÜLTBÀ. 

B. C. MOOMAW, 

With eager feet he ran 

Where Pleasure bid him taste the sweet 

Circean draught. unmindful of the ban 

Which Life and Holiness imposed. as It was meet. 

Wide waved her purple wing ; 
Deep flowed her sparkling fount of joy ; 
Far round her hot breath, like a living thing. 
Enwrapped while it enraptnred «hom she would 
deetroy. 

"He came unto himself." 

Perhaps a pitying àngel caught 

His soul from out the dreadful jaws of dealn, 

And for Us rescue with infernal legions fought. 

'Twas thus he surely found— 
Wide searching for the final goal— 
Instead of Heasure's false and giddy round. 
God's peace is the eternal treasure of the soul. 

With bold, ambitious wing 
He scaled Thessalia's mystic mount. 
Drank long and deep of the Pierian spnng. 
And like É god exulted at the sarjred fount. 

Thus he essayed to find 
Where Knowledge spread her realms afar. 
Explored the boundles empire of the mmd, 
And swept in majcsty from star to distant star. 

Yet turning from his flight 

In pain and weariness. confessed. 

Though Nature led him in her glorious hght, 

He sighed for the sweet solace of eternal rest. 

'Twas thus he surely saw— 
Far searching for the final goal— 
Instead of Knowledge with her iron law, 
God's love ts the eternal refage of the soul. 


Contributions. 


OÏÏE LIFE. 

C. H. UAI.SBAUOH. 

An effect without a cause is inconceiv- 
able. Somebody was, therefore we are. 
God only is underived. An uncauseil 
cause forever eludes finite comprehension. 
When Christ denominates himself, "/ 
(ïw,"he proclaims his divinity. In the 
form Of God, equal with God. Phil. 2 : 
6. This was the preexistent state of 
"the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
and lying in a manger." He who can so 
huruble himself, can also ex alt us. 'l'he 
"vtherefore," in Phil. 2 : 9, is the pivot of 
redemption. Of nothing are we morè shy 
than "the fellowship of his suffermgs," 
and made conformable unto his death." 
Phil. 3: 10. And yet all our hope cen- 
tres the re. We cannot teli how si n fui and 
helpless and doomed we are, until we read 
the law in the light oi the cross. When 
the commandment comes exemplified by 
the life of the Son of God, sin bec ornes 
exceedingly sinful. Rom. 7 ! xj. So long 
as we knownothing hi'gher than thechurch, 
neither faith nor conscience can rise 
above doctrine and ordinance and ecclc- 


siastical conventionality. "But when it 
pleases God to reveal his dear Son in us," 
all our fine morality andfaultlessritualism 
are "counted loss for Christ." Gal. 1: 
15, ió, and Phïl. 3'7- A nobler speci- 
men of zeal and ecclesiasticism than Paul 
is not on record. But when he saw the 
divine idea.of life as embodied in Imman- 
ucl, he counted all his ethical conceptions 
and attainments as "duno." So it is with 
all souls that realize the marvellous illutn- 
ination of II Cor. 4 1 6. "For God who 
commanded the light to shine outof dark- 
ness, hath shined in our hearts, tu c;ive 

THE LIGHT OF THK KNOWl.EDGE OT THE 

ceoryof god IN THE FACE OFJE 
SUS CHRIST.* 

Because I li ve, ye shall li ve also. John 
14: 19. Other source of life, there is 
none. It is communicateil only by the 
Holy Ghost. Faith is the essential con- 
dition. "/ am the Life:' John 14: 6. 
"To me to live is christ." Phill- 1 : 21. 
"// is the spirit that quiekeneth. " J ohu 6: 
6 3 . "It is of faith, that it might be by 
grace:* Rom. *: it>- * l O"fy Mii ' vf " 
M a rk s : 3 6 . "AÜ things a r e possible t « 1 
him that believeth. \ Mark 9 : 23. Self 
renunciation is ths imperative pre-requi- 
si te of faith. John 5 : 44- SeH is the 
taproot of unbelief and all failures in re- 
ligious life. Faith and fanaticisin have 
come synonyms in the tuindsof tnany who 
claim to be pillars and leadcrs in the 
church miracles must be remanded into 
the invisible domain where nobody can 
attest them. Christ foresaw all this, and 
mournfullv asks, "When the Son of mar, 
cometh, shall he find 'faith on the earthV 
l.uke 18: 8. The great interrogative 
"ïí'/n?" in Matr. 17 : 19, is the timid, con 
founded, defeat-owning question to-day. 
Self must be starved out, and prayer must 
become mir very breath, and faith and 
Christ must be the totality <>f our life. if 
we are to be the embodiments and repre- 
sentatives of "the glorious Gospel of the 
blessedGod." [fira. 1 : «• íl/ <""•" 
is enough for Christ to affirm, and it must 
suffice "for the Christian, who wnuld 
question the divine Son-ship of linman- 
uel? Is not the light its own evidcnce ? 
"As he is, so are, we in fiu's worltt" 1 John 

4: 17. 

Always stand before the mirror of II 
Cor. 3: 18, then will you know God, 
youreelf and your fellows, and your life 
will reftect the decalogue as it shone in its 
inherent gtory in Jesús Christ. The Gos- 
pel is the law exemplified without the 
breach of an iota. Faith in Christ means 
no less than the righteousness of God 
throngh the perfect obedience of our sub- 
stitute. Rom- 5:16-21. To appropnate 
and exemplify this righteousness, is the 
marrow, and glory, and unceastng work 
of the Christian life. 
Union Deposit, Fa. 


DKOBIKrBíàTIOÏI. 

P. J. BROWN. 

There are very few articles written for 
the press that have not some mèrit. Broth- 
er Ridenour's piece in last week's EvaN- 
gbust is not an exception to the rule. 
He, unlike Brother Watnpler's vague and 
insinuating style, comes right out and 
names his man. That is right. Give me 
an open, fearless and honorable disputant 
and I can know just where 10 find htm, 
and 1 find Brother Ridenour as he says in 
his article, ("Solely in the interest of the 
truth,") "floumlering" by his own admis- 
sion, devoid of "that one faculty of dis- 
crimination" and I regard it a calamity 
indeed to a man who has been preaching 
for over a quarter ofa century, to lookupon 
Jesus Christ as a person capable of trans- 
gressing the law, like unto sinful man. 
This is indeed very poor discrimination. 
The Jews acctised him of being a Sabbatl. 
breaker, and of various other transgres- 
sions of the law. I can make some al- 
io wance for their want of discrimination, 
for they never admitted that he was the 
Christ. They thought he was a "blas- 
phemer" in that he, being a man tnade 
himself eqttal with God. But what am I 
to think of a man who has so long and 
successfully held up Jesus as "TheChrist," 
the equal with the Kather and the Holy 
Spirit, in the salvation of sinners antl who 
now, not only makes the humilialing con- 
fession, but contends that the Christ, 
whom he preached is nothing tnore thana 
comtnon sinnjr? This is precisely what 
he is doing, if we can .establish the fact 
that Christ ate the passover on the night 
in which he was betrayed. Did I say es- 
tablish the fact? No, that is not what I 
mean, for it is al read y esiabtished. You 
may talk and write until the end of time, 
and voti will fail with morè than n>inety- 
nine per cent. of the intelligent bebevers 
in the Christian religion, who will not on- 
ly not beüeve your theory, but will pity 
the futility of your eftort to deny this fact, 
and they will see morè and 'morè, your 
want of that "fine faculty of discrimina- 
tion" when you base your argument upon 
the predicate that Christ is capable of be- 
ing a sinner. Did Christ keep the Pass- 
over on the night in which he was betray- 
ed? This seeins to be the pivttd ques- 
tion with lirother Ridenour. It is said of 
Moses, "Through faith he kept the Pass- 
over." Hebn: 28. What are we to un- 
derstand -by this declaration ? All will 
unswer, "there can be but one meaning, 
and turn to Ex. 12: 21 to prové it." 
That is right. Moses ordered the pre- 
para l ion of the Passover and with his peo- 
ple did eat the Passover, When the disci- 
ples came to jesus, Matt. 26: 17, and ask- 


